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Basics on Law School Application Process

We’ll talk today about the basic processes for looking at law school.

I will give an honest assessment. No sugarcoating; just the facts!

Keep in mind that this is a process; you don’t eat the elephant in one
bite.

In other words. . .
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Don’t Freak Out!
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What Does the Law School Market Look Like?

Before we go into the processes for applying to law school, I want to
show you the factual reality of what the law school application market
looks like.

You need to understand how supply and demand impacts the
assessments made by law schools in their admissions process.

Law schools are no different than any other school or industry;
macro-economic conditions impact funding, which impacts admissions
and scholarship considerations.

Let’s take a look at some data first. . .
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Applicants: Total
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Applicants: Number of Applications
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Applicants: Age
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Applicants: Gender
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Basic Steps

1 Research Law Schools

2 Register with LSAC (and CAS)

3 Take LSAT

4 Do Fall of Application Tasks

5 Finalize List of Schools

6 Tailor Materials (as necessary)

7 Complete FAFSA

8 Await Decisions

9 Negotiate
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Research Law Schools

Look at rankings.

Consider regional concerns.

Consider location of school.

1 Can you live there?

2 Area feeds into legal market?

Consider clinics.

Can you get in?
https://officialguide.lsac.org/release/ugpalsat/ugpalsat.aspx
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A Word About Reality

LSAT & GPA.

Yeah, other stuff too. . .
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Register for LSAT

Remember deadlines (about 3 months out).

Fee Waiver. . . ?

Accomodations request. . . ?
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Test Dates
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Take LSAT

Recommended: June/July.

Re-do: September/October.

Test Components:

1 Logical Reasoning.

2 Reading Comprehension.

3 Logic Games.

4 Writing Section.

Changes coming:

1 Separate writing test (allegedly by June 2019).

2 Fully electronic LSAT (allegedly by September 2019).
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LSAT Strategies

Study 4-6 months.

Take a baseline test; do continual diagnostics to see which areas
you’re better/worse in.

Do a test review course.

1 Kaplan

2 Power Score

3 Fox

4 Princeton Review

5 Alpha Score

6 Many, many others. . .
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Fall of Application Year Stuff

Send Transcript to LSAC.

Get Letters of Recommendation.
1 Typically need 2-3.
2 Recommend 1-1 split (1 academic; 1 practical).

Finalize resume.

Write personal statement.

Write addenda and supplemental essays:

Grade addendum.
LSAT addendum. . . ?

Apply (early is good).
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Personal Statement
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Accepted; Now What?

Negotiate.

How closely ranked are the schools?

What’s the worst that can happen?
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Other Resources I

©Conway (SFSU) PLSI Law School Workshop March 11, 2019 19 / 22



Other Resources II
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Other Resources III
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Other Resources IV
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